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Subject: Documentation Project on Atrocities in Nagorno-Karabakh 

The Program on Peacebuilding and Rights (PBHR) at Columbia University’s Institute for the             
Study of Human Rights (ISHR) launched today a research project on “Human Rights and              
Foreign Terrorist Activities in Artsakh (Nagorno-Karabakh).” In partnership with the Human           
Rights Ombudsman for Artsakh, the project will draw on primary sources documenting crimes             
against humanity and other atrocities committed by Azerbaijani armed forces and           
Turkish-backed Islamist fighters against Armenians. Project arrangements were facilitated by the           
Armenian Assembly of America.  

Azerbaijani armed forces attacked Nagorno-Karabakh on September 27, 2020. They were           
backed by Turkish military and mercenaries with armed drones, heavy artillery, rocket systems             
and special forces. According to the Syrian Observatory for Human Rights, Turkey deployed up              
to 2,000 Islamist jihadis from Syria and Libya who are promised a bounty for killing Armenians.  

Gruesome reports of torture and beheadings have emerged. French and other intelligence            
services along with the international media have confirmed that Turkish-backed foreign terrorists            
are paid a bounty for beheadings 

More than 1,400 Armenian fighters and civilians have died since the beginning of             
Azerbaijani/Turkish operations, with over 100,000 civilians displaced by Azerbaijan’s scorched          
earth policy. Armenian Orthodox churches have also been targeted, as have civilians.  

There are numerous verified cases of Azerbaijani soldiers treating Armenian war prisoners            
inhumanely, mutilating dead bodies, beheading and executing both combatants and civilians.           
Azerbaijan also used banned weapons extensively.  
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Turkey’s President Erdogan affirmed, "Turkey stands with and will continue to stand with             
friendly and brotherly Azerbaijan with all our means and all our heart." Turkey officially denies               
the Armenian Genocide.  

“It is critical that we bear witness to crimes against humanity,” said David L. Phillips, who                
directs PBHR. “Documentation can be a deterrent to future crimes. It can also be used to hold                 
perpetrators accountable.” 

According to Artak Beglaryan, the Human Rights Defender of the Republic of Artsakh, “Any              
individual or organization that claims to defend human rights must defend them without             
limitation, especially when the lives of a vulnerable and disadvantaged population are at stake.”              
He deplores atrocities that are “invisible” to the international community, turning a blind eye to               
crimes against humanity. 

 

 

 


